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hard to blame them. Meyerhoffer, a 43-year-old Swede, has spent a lifetime as a
designer. He includes Porsche and Apple on his résumé and has made everything from
translucent computers to Cappellini chairs, wraparound ski goggles to paper-towel
dispensers.

To the surfing world, Meyerhoffer was a voice in the wilderness.

“He’s coming at it from a really innocent design perspective, and that’s what makes this
significant,” said Sam George, the former editor of Surfer Magazine and a daily surfer
since the 1960s. “The outline of the surfboard has remained remarkably static over the
decades. So when a guy like Thomas comes along and fundamentally changes the look,
the whole outline, it’s startling.”

The idea behind the shape, reminiscent of an hourglass, is to emphasize noseriding and
tailriding for recreational surfers. In the simplest terms, it is supposed to be a longboard
that rides like a quicker, more maneuverable shortboard. When Meyerhoffer describes it,
however, he cannot help but lapse into design-speak about removing mass,
redistributing volume and continuous organic shapes.

He insisted that the crazy lines were not just different for the sake of being different. It
was a painstaking process of trial and error.

“I never designed the board to look this way,” Meyerhoffer said. “It became this way.”

The big-wave rider Peter Mel, who also operates a surf shop in nearby Santa Cruz, was
stunned when he took Meyerhoffer’s board out for a ride.

“Initially, I thought, What the heck is this thing?” Mel said. “We’re so used to seeing
surfboards a certain way that we all get caught in a little box. But when I rode it, I was
really surprised.”

Mel was not the only apprehensive surfer. When Meyerhoffer took the board down to
the beach two blocks from his house, people took him for a kook with a wipeout waiting
to happen. Still, it was more respect than he received with his first experiments:
conventionally shaped boards with a colorful translucent section filling up the back.

“You show up with something like that on the beach, and people just shake their heads,”
he said.

But Meyerhoffer has been validated by the growing legion of fans from California to
Australia who have written to him pledging allegiance to the board. The first run of
about 1,000 boards, which began trickling into stores this spring, has sold out. The
manufacturing company Global Surf Industries has a backlog of orders that will carry it
to February.

“It’s unusually polarizing,” Meyerhoffer said.

Meyerhoffer undertook the project after growing frustrated with the 40 or so boards he
kept around the minimalist house he designed for himself a decade ago. He had toyed
with shaping boards for windsurfing as a teenager — he even submitted one in his
application portfolio for art school — but had not tried again in more than 20 years.

He approached the problem by falling back on his design training and design software.
Hand-drawn sketches became three-dimensional digital models before he sent them to
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be translated into foam by a computerized cutting machine. Most mainstream surfboards
go through the same process — the art of hand-shaping foam inside the board is dying —
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before being coated in epoxy.

But Meyerhoffer quickly discovered that the device was not sensitive enough to meet his
specifications. So in that tiny shed next to his son’s jungle gym, Meyerhoffer taught
himself the esoteric craft of shaping surfboard foam. Every prototype cut by a machine
had to be refined by hand.

“Everybody can design on a computer today,” he said, “but to go from your computer
screen to a board that really works is like cooking food. Anyone can read a recipe, but the
master chef will always be much better.”

And just as a chef’s reward is sitting down and eating his own creation, Meyerhoffer said
that taking the board out on the ocean made the sleepless nights and endless glitches
worth it.

“It’s so much more satisfying than when you design a mobile phone,” he said. “Then you
just make a call. Here, you get to surf.”

Sign in to Recommend

A version of this article appeared in print on July 14, 2009, on page Next Article in Sports (4 of 19) »
B16 of the New York edition.

S
Q = The finest journalism in the Bay Area? The New York Times, as E-MAIL
el ; low as $3.70 a week. -
REPRINTS

Past Coverage

Surfing a River When the Wave Doesn't Move (July 10, 2009)

Student Surfer Making a Name for Himself (June 26, 2009)

BOOKS OF THE TIMES; A Tale of Family Life, Laced With Thrill Seeking,
Adrenaline and Ambivalence (June 11, 2009)

PUSHING THE LIMIT; For Ultimate Champ, Mix Waves, Ice and Wheels (April
22, 2009)

Related Searches

Surfing Get E-Mail Alerts
INSIDE NYTIMES.COM \I\
SCIENCE » MAGAZINE » BOOKS » OPINION » WORLD » OPINION »
From the
Midwest to
Mogadishu
A Room for Debate

forum on the case of the
Somali-Americans
recruited to fight for an

RS, S e s R Islamist group abroad. ) <
Minority Insists Apollo Was = Moral of the Story: When Choices That Closed a Iraqis Cheer for a Team Op-Classic, 2006: Regina
Smoke and Mirrors Texting Is Wrong Window on Afghanistan That Again Is at Home Benjamin on Katrina

Home World | U.S. ' N.Y./Region | Business | Technology | Science | Health = Sports | Opinion | Arts @ Style = Travel @ Jobs | Real Estate | Automobiles | Back to Top

Copyright 2009 The New York Times Company Privacy Policy | Terms of Service | Search | Corrections RSS | First Look | Help | ContactUs | Work forUs | Site Map

http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/sports/14surf.html?_r=1&ref=sports Page 3 of 3


http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://travel.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/sports/14surf.html?_r=1&ref=sports#top
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/agree.html
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/sitesearch_selector.html?query=&date_select=full&type=nyt
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytco.com/careers/
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
javascript:void(0);
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/world/middleeast/14soccer.html
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=SURFING&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=SURFING&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://select.nytimes.com/mem/tnt.html?module=call&alert_context=1&topic1=SURFING&topic_field1=des&topic1_check=y&retA=&retT=&cskey=
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=global.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports&pos=Bottom1&sn2=b3317e73/70dfb841&sn1=50f24e66/aac39d00&camp=nyt2009-circ-sf_footer_34U4R&ad=061709-sf_footer&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Foffer%2Ephp%3Fid%3D65%26MediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D34U4R
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=global.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/sports&pos=Bottom1&sn2=b3317e73/70dfb841&sn1=50f24e66/aac39d00&camp=nyt2009-circ-sf_footer_34U4R&ad=061709-sf_footer&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Foffer%2Ephp%3Fid%3D65%26MediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D34U4R
http://travel.nytimes.com/2009/07/10/travel/escapes/10Riversurf.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/26/sports/26surfing.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/06/11/books/11masl.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/04/22/sports/othersports/22boarders.html?fta=y
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/science/space/14hoax.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/science/space/14hoax.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/magazine/index.html
http://ethicist.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/13/when-texting-is-wrong/
http://ethicist.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/13/when-texting-is-wrong/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/books/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/books/14kaku.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/books/14kaku.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://roomfordebate.blogs.nytimes.com/2009/07/13/ways-to-detect-jihadist-threats/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/world/middleeast/14soccer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/world/middleeast/14soccer.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/27/opinion/27benjamin.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2006/08/27/opinion/27benjamin.html
javascript:document.emailThis.submit();
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/sports/14surf.html?_r=1&ref=sports&pagewanted=print
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/07/14/sports/14surf.html?_r=1&ref=sports#

